
 
 
 
SITE-SPECIFIC ART PROJECT DEVELOPMENT TEAM 
Curatorial Research, Urban Site Research, Community Engagement 
Part Time, Short Term (with potential for expansion to full time and long-term) 
 
 
The Luminary is seeking a project team to support early-stage development of a new, multi-year 
curatorial initiative that will commission temporary, site-specific art and architecture installations 
in several communities across the St. Louis region. Positions are available in three areas: 
curatorial research, urban site research, and community engagement. 
 
Positions are part time and will run May through August or September, with opportunities for 
extended and full time work in the future. The different positions are not necessarily mutually 
exclusive—for the right candidate, full time work encompassing multiple areas is a possibility. 
 
The positions are ideal for young or aspiring curators, urbanists, cultural organizers, art 
historians, architectural historians, artists, architects, planners, and ethnographers—especially 
with a strong interest in or experience with site-specific art, architecture installations, community 
organizing, and/or urban studies. 
 
Each position will work directly with the project curator, Gavin Kroeber, as well as a small 
project team of staff and interns at The Luminary. Primary responsibilities for each position are 
as follows: 
 
Curatorial Research Assistant: 
 

• Research potential artists, architects, and other candidates for future commissions. 
• Research relevant platforms and precedent initiatives. 
• Work with the curator to develop a finalized invite list for commission artists and develop 

a project cultivation strategy. 
• Coordinate initial invitations to commission artists. 
• Support planning and project development for a Fall 2019 project launch event and 

related artist projects. 
 
  



Site Research Assistant: 
 

• Identify and research potential sites and communities around the St. Louis region for 
future commissions. 

• Conduct site visits across the St. Louis region, with the curator and independently, 
identifying, exploring and documenting different sites. 

• Assemble a “sourcebook” of primary sites, compiling research and documentation, for 
use by commission artists and others. 

• Support planning and project development for a Fall 2019 project launch event and 
related artist projects. 

• A current drivers license and access to a car is a plus.  
 
Community Engagement Assistant: 
 

• Through both research and dialogue with a diverse set of advisors and community 
members, identify and research potential community partners—leaders, organizations, 
residents, and government officials—in different areas around the St. Louis region. 

• Work with the curator to develop long-term community engagement strategies and 
initiate discussions with primary potential community partners and stakeholders. 

• Act as primary community liaison with a small set of community partners in suburban St. 
Louis communities, related a Fall 2019 launch event. 

• Coordinate an artist-led community-engaged art/urbanism workshop in late summer or 
early fall. 

• A current drivers license and access to a car is a plus.  
 
Ideal applicants will be organized, focused, independent, clear, and personable. Applicants 
should be based in St. Louis. Current students or recent graduates of both undergraduate or 
graduate programs in art history, curatorial studies, museum studies, studio art, architecture, 
landscape architecture, urban design, urban planning, urban policy, urban studies, social work, 
community development, cultural organizing, sociology, anthropology and related fields are 
especially encouraged to apply.  
 
Special consideration will be given to candidates familiar with relevant sub-fields such as 
suburban studies, critical race studies, environmental history, experimental geography, radical 
cartography, critical spatial practice, performance, socially-engaged art, and 
interventionist/tactical cultural production, but it is not required. While the positions are primarily 
focused on research and community engagement, opportunities for long-term extensions of the 
positions are likely to involve art and/or event production and a clear capacity for such work—
responsiveness, flexibility, the ability to handle shifting demands with a sense of humor—is 
preferred. 
 
Pay commensurate to experience. 
 
  



If interested, please submit a single pdf with a brief cover letter (2 paragraphs max) and resume 
to the email address below. Please indicate which position/s are of interest to you.  
 
info@theluminaryarts.com 
 
Applications will be reviewed on a first-come basis. 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE PROJECT 
 
Building on the success of the new Counterpublic public art triennial, which weaves work by 
more than thirty artists into a single St. Louis neighborhood, The Luminary is working with 
curator Gavin Kroeber to develop a regional platform for site-specific art and architecture 
projects. Details of the initiative will be formally announced later this spring, but it has been 
developed as a response to suburbia’s recent emergence at the center of national power 
struggles—in the wake of the 2014 Ferguson uprising, the 2016 presidential election, and the 
2018 midterms—and likewise to art and design’s predominant failure to engage this urgent 
space. Launching in Fall 2019 and culminating in a series of public art commissions in Fall 2020 
and Spring 2021, the project will animate unique locations across the fragmented and 
paradigmatic St. Louis region—located at the center of a new civil rights movement, where a 
blue city meets a red state and exurban dispersal proceeds despite population decline and 
economic anxiety—the ambitious initiative is intended to test the capacity of art and architecture 
to intervene in the complex spaces of 21st-century suburbia.  
 
ABOUT THE LUMINARY 
 
The Luminary is an expansive platform for art, thought, and action that presents an active roster 
of exhibitions, residencies, performances, publications and gatherings throughout the St. Louis 
region and beyond. Laboratory for a Radical Suburbia is part of a formational vision for The 
Luminary as it grows into a leading commissioner and presenter of art and design projects in 
public spaces and civic contexts. Alongside current and forthcoming projects such as 
Counterpublic, a public art triennial scaled to a single neighborhood, and Anthropocene 
Vernacular, a series of region-wide commissions focused on the Mississippi River in 
collaboration with leading German institution Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW), this multi-year 
project is one of a series of high profile platforms aimed at creating points of convergence for 
diverse publics and engaging the pressing questions of the present.  
 
ABOUT GAVIN KROEBER 
 
Gavin Kroeber produces curatorial projects and performance events that interrogate the cultural 
dynamics of power and their expression in the poetics of place. His project New Cities, Future 
Ruins, which received the 2016 Meadows Prize, investigates planetary crises of growth, 
migration, and sustainability in the sprawling cities of the Sun Belt. Recently relocated to St. 



Louis, he organized the 2018 festival Dwell in Other Futures: Art / Urbanism / Midwest and the 
interdisciplinary platform Art + Landscape STL, which culminated in an exhibition and public 
program series in partnership with the Granite City Art & Design District (G-CADD) and the 
German art institution Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW) this spring. He is co-founder of the 
nomadic curatorial platform Experience Economies and was Producer at Creative Time from 
2005 until 2010. He is a regular contributor to Art in America and has written for publications 
such as Afterall, Art Journal, and PAJ: A Journal of Performance and Art. He holds a Master of 
Design Studies in Art, Design, and the Public Domain from the Harvard Graduate School of 
Design. 
 
 
 


